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2022 AREA 3 ENVIROTHON
What is an Envirothon? The Envirothon is a high school competition designed to stimulate,
reinforce, and enhance interest in the environment and natural resources. Students are
tested on their knowledge of soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatic ecology and current
environmental issues. In addition, the Envirothon encourages cooperative decision -making
and team building. The students work together on a team of five . For Perry County students,
there are potentially four levels. First there is the Tri-County Envirothon which consists of
students from Perry, Licking, and Muskingum counties . This contest is a training opportunity
to prepare the students for the Area Contest . The state of Ohio consists of five areas. Each
area has their own Area contest. Perry is part of Area 3. The top four teams of each area
contest go on to the State Contest. The top team from each area contest goes on to the
National Envirothon.
This year, Sheridan High School place second place in the Area 3 contest that was held
April 27 th at Caldwell Lake in Noble County. The team is led by advisor Ha yley Black. The
students are Erika Grum, Tarren Wright, Cody Hupp, Mackenzie Hogan, and Jenna Snider .
The State Envirothon will take place June 5-7 at Lake Erie College in Painesville, Ohio.
Congratulations Sheridan and Good Luck at the State Envirothon!
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DELINEATING A WATERSHED
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In the science of hydrology, watersheds are areas of land that contribute direct runoff to a stream. They
have high points and low points, and any water that falls within a watershed’s boundary will always drain
to a central location based on how the land slopes. All the land on Earth is part of a watershed, whether
that be at a local scale, like the land surrounding a small stream, or a regional scale, like the land
surrounding a major multi-state river. Watersheds are also known as drainage areas, catchments, or
basins.

The Perry SWCD once again sponsored a local Conservation Poster contest in conjunction with the
National Association of Conservation Districts 2022 theme, “Healthy Soil, Healthy Life”. The judges were
quite impressed with the young Perry County artists.

Because watershed boundaries are not frequently published for the smallest scale watersheds, it may
be necessary to delineate a watershed for project planning. Delineation is the process of defining a
boundary. To delineate a watershed, topographic maps, which show elevation data for an area, are
required. On the map, an outlet or downstream point is identified as the central location that the water is
funneling toward. With the outlet identified, points are then marked at the high elevations and at the
breaks in slopes, so that hills and ridge lines are bisected. Next, these points are connected with a line
that crosses the map’s contour lines perpendicularly. This line, although irregularly shaped, will form a
closed loop around the watershed.

Visit us on line @ www.psbohio.com

740-342-5111

2022 CONSERVATION POSTER CONTEST

The overall winner was Layla Murdock, Sheridan Middle School 7th grader. Her poster will be placed on
a t-shirt and presented to the first and second place winner of each grade. The top poster of each grade
category will move on to the State Poster Contest that will be held in July. These winners are:
K-1st
2nd – 3rd
4th – 6th
7th – 9th
10th – 12th

Benjamin Harvey, New Lexington Elementary
Emily Grosse, Thornville Elementary
Charli Graves, Holy Trinity
Layla Murdock, Sheridan Middle
Calista Baird, Sheridan High School

Before computer programs, watershed delineation was traditionally hand-drawn on paper. Watershed
areas could then be calculated using dotted, acetate sheets that overlaid the map, in a process called
the dot grid method. The number of dots that fell within the drawn boundary, multiplied by a certain factor,
determined the acreage or square mileage. Now, computer programs, such as ArcGIS or StreamStats,
make these calculations in a fraction of the time. And not only do they make quick calculations, these
programs make watershed delineation and drainage calculations accessible to everyone. If you are
curious about the watersheds in your area, hop on to USGS’ StreamStats webpage. Their online program
walks you through the steps to map out a watershed and discover details about it, including how much
land it drains.
GLENFORD FORT: AN EDUCATIONAL, RECREATIONAL EXPERIENCE
Visiting the Glenford Fort Preserve has always been a wonderful experience. The Perry SWCD has
owned and operated it since 2016, and I am always amazed at the beauty. Now it will be even better.
Most people that have been to the Preserve have thought that it was a nice hike with beautiful scenery
along each trail. But some do not know that there are interesting occurrences that have taken place over
thousands of years. Unless you have done research before you go out or you have your own personal
guide that knows the history of the area, you really do not know what you are looking at.
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The Perry SWCD has some exciting news. Perry SWCD applied for and received a grant from the Ohio
Humanities Council to install informational signs throughout the property. Steve Glade and Penny Cox
created ten signs (six “feature” and four location) signs. Pannier Graphics did the layout and produced
the signs. The signs were placed by Steve, Penny, Tim Kirby, Sebastian Teas, and Jim and Judy Vatter.
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The “feature” signs include information about Hunters/Gatherers, Glacial Cracks, The Wall, Squircle, the
Glenford Fort Mound, and the Wilson Mound. There are four location signs to help visitors travel around
the Preserve.
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The Perry SWCD would like to thank the people that have helped with the project. Steve Glade has
done all the research on the features and wrote the narratives as well as installation of signs; Dr. Mike
Caudill, Geologist, and Dr. Jarod Burks, Archaeologist, fact checked and corrected narratives; Billie Jean
McCord for logo design; Tim Kirby for installation of signs; Sebastian Teas for his assistance in all
facets; and Jim and Judy Vatter for supplying their tractor with auger to do the post holes.
The Glenford Fort Preserve is a permit entrance. If you are interested in visiting the Glenford Fort
Preserve, contact us at (740) 743-1325 or email perryswcd@gmail.com.
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FAREWELL AND GOOD LUCK!
Sebastian Teas has worked for Perry SWCD as the Buckeye Lake Watershed Coordinator (partnering with
Licking SWCD, Fairfield SWCD, and Buckeye Lake Tomorrow) for 3 and half years. He was responsible to
coordinating with the above-mentioned partners to put together an action plan for various projects to improve
water quality within the Buckeye Lake Watershed. This was made possible through a watershed grant from
Ohio Department of Agriculture, Division of Soil and Water Conservation.
As of June 3rd, Sebastian will be leaving the Perry SWCD. The ODA grant
will be complete and Sebastian has taken a job at Ohio University, Voinovich
School in their water quality department.
It has been such a privilege to have Sebastian here for the last 3 plus years.
He has added so much to our SWCD. He will be missed greatly but we are
extremely happy for him and his future endeavors.

2022 AVIAN INFLUENZA IN THE UNITED STATES –
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW!
To date, USDA’s National Veterinary Services Laboratories has confirmed the presence of Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) in commercial and backyard in several states including Ohio. Avian
influenza viruses are classified as either “low pathogenic (LPAI)” or “highly pathogenic (HPAI)” based on
their genetic features and the severity of the disease they cause in poultry. Caused by an influenza type
A virus, HPAI can infect poultry (such as chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese, and
guinea fowl) and wild birds (especially waterfowl).
The clinical signs of birds affected with all forms of Avian Influenza may show one or more of the following:
• Sudden death without clinical signs
• Decreased water consumption up to 72 hours before other clinical signs
• Lack of energy and appetite
• Decreased egg production
• Soft-shelled or misshapen eggs
• Swelling of the head, eyelids, comb wattles, and hocks
• Purple discoloration of the wattles, combs, and legs
• Nasal discharge
• Coughing, sneezing
• Lack of coordination
• Diarrhea
In addition to the disease infecting domestic birds, it is important to know that wild birds can also be infected
and show no signs of illness. They can carry the disease to new areas when migrating, potentially
exposing domestic poultry to the virus. The APHIS’ wild bird surveillance program provides an early
warning system for the introduction and distribution of avian influenza viruses of concern in the United
States, allowing APHIS and the poultry industry to take timely and rapid action.
With the recent detections of avian influenza in wild birds and domestic poultry in the United States, bird
owners should review their biosecurity practices and stay vigilant to protect poultry and pet birds from
transmission of this disease. The following bio-safety guidelines are effective methods for safeguarding
commercial operations and smaller flocks.
• Backyard flock owners should practice strict biosecurity, including preventing birds from exposure
and/or co-mingling with wild birds and other types of poultry.
• Shower, change clothes, and clean and disinfect footwear before entering your poultry housing
areas.
• Respiratory protection such as a medical facemask would also be important and remember to
always wear clean clothes when encountering healthy domestic birds.
• Carefully follow safe entry and exit procedures into your flock’s clean area.
• Reduce the attractiveness for wild birds to stop at your place by cleaning up litter and spilled feed
around poultry housing areas.
• If you have free range guinea fowl and waterfowl, consider bringing them into coops or flight pens
under nets to prevent interaction of domesticated poultry with wild birds and their droppings
• It is best to restrict visitors from interacting with your birds currently.
• Do not touch sick or dead wildlife and keep them away from domestic poultry.
• Try not to handle sick or deceased domestic birds (if you must, use proper personal protective
equipment to minimize direct contact and cautiously disinfect anything that comes into contact with
the deceased and or sick bird).
Sick or deceased domestic birds should be reported to your local veterinarian.
If you have any questions, please contact NRCS at (740) 743-1616.

