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BEFORE YOU BREAK OUT NEW GROUND, ENSURE YOUR FARM MEETS
CONSERVATION COMPLIANCE
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to commodity
crop production after December 23, 1985. As part of the conservation provisions of the Food Security
Act of 1985, if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual tillage
including one pass planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible
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and that has no crop history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a
conservation plan or system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion.
Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly

A NEW FACE TO PERRY COUNTY
Brice Shaw is a Resource Conservationist with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Perry
County based out of the Somerset field office. He has been with NRCS for six years, helping people meet their
conservations goals on a variety of land uses - from row crops and pasture to forestry, orchards, and pollinator
habitat. He is committed to helping people help the land in any way he can and is looking forward to assisting
the landowners of Perry County.
Prior to his time with NRCS he graduated from Ohio State University with a B.S. in Agriculture and a major in
Agronomy. He then worked for a precision ag consulting company in Delaware, Ohio working with soil testing,
variable rate nutrient application, crop scouting, cover crops and soil health analyses. Since joining NRCS, Brice
has expanded his knowledge of our natural resources beyond soil and row crops and has found enjoyment
working with livestock producers, developing wildlife habitat, and managing woodlands. Brice currently lives just
outside Pleasantville, Ohio with his wife, Kristy and son, Lewis.

erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service
Agency (FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA)
Federal crop insurance.
Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you
are required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation
Certification,” with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be
referred to NRCS to determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered
HEL, you are required to implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable
soil loss (T) for the predominant HEL soil on those fields.
In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands,
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation
provisions.
Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local
USDA Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and
wetland conservation provisions.
For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance,
contact the local NRCS office in Somerset (740) 743-1616.

"Service with Brilliance"

COVER CROPS PLAY A STARRING ROLE IN CLIMATE CHANGE MITITGATION

We help rural residents
build, farms grow, and
businesses expand

On your own land, you’ve probably seen evidence that climate change is happening – things like
extreme weather events or changes in growing seasons over the years. America’s rural communities
are on the frontlines of climate change, and now is the time for agriculture, forestry, and rural
communities to act.
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There are various ways to help mitigate the effects of climate change on your land and improve your
bottom line at the same time. One very effective way is by planting cover crops.
Cover crops offer agricultural producers a natural and inexpensive climate solution through their ability
to capture atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) into soils. But cover crops don’t just remove CO2 from the
atmosphere, they also help make your soil healthier and your crops more resilient to a changing
climate.

WONDERS OF WILDLIFE (WOW)
The Perry County 5th graders have been learning about food chains and webs, animal adaptations, and
predator/prey relationships this fall by participating in the Wonders of Wildlife program that Perry SWCD
has developed. It is a 3-day program that includes presentations as well as hands-on activities. The
first day, the students learn about food chains and energy transfer. The second day is all about skulls
and furs and adaptations. The third day involves an activity that teaches the students map reading,
identification of tracks and scat, and scientific inquiry.
The students enjoy the opportunity to participate in the hands on experiments while learning an
important component of their curriculum.

Healthy soil has better water infiltration and water holding capacity and is less susceptible to erosion
from wind and water.
Cover crops also trap excess nitrogen – keeping it from leaching into groundwater or running off into
surface water – releasing it later to feed growing crops. This saves you money on inputs like water and
fertilizer and makes your crops more able to survive in harsh conditions.
USDA’s Cover Crop Support
During the past year, USDA has made a number of strides to encourage use of cover crops. Earlier this
month, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) formed a new partnership with
Farmers For Soil Health. We also launched a new Cover Crop Initiative in 11 states through the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), targeted $38 million to help producers mitigate
climate change through adoption of cover crops.
In fiscal 2021, NRCS provided technical and financial assistance to help producers plant 2.3 million
acres of cover crops through EQIP.
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We’ve also recognized the importance of supporting cover crops through crop insurance. USDA’s Risk
Management Agency (RMA) recently provided $59.5 million in premium support for producers who
planted cover crops on 12.2 million acres through the new Pandemic Cover Crop
Program. Additionally, RMA recently updated policy to allow producers with crop insurance to hay,
graze or chop cover crops at any time and still receive 100% of the prevented planting payment. This
policy change supports use of cover crops, which can help producers build resilience to drought. Visit
RMA’s Conservation webpage to learn more.
Working together, we can lead the way through climate-smart solutions that will improve the profitability
and resilience of producers and foresters, open new market opportunities, and build wealth that stays
in rural communities. Our support for cover crops are part of a much broader effort at USDA to address
climate change. To learn more, read USDA’s January 18, 2022 news release.
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Cover crops are not only good for rural communities, but also for urban areas. Late last year,
the NRCS National Plant Materials Center planted cover crops in the urban garden in front of USDA’s
Washington, D.C. Headquarters. See how cover crops are also great for the urban farmer or backyard
gardener.
To learn more, visit farmers.gov/conserve/soil-health, watch our Conservation at Work video on cover
crops, or contact your local NRCS office in Somerset (740) 743-1616.
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SUPERVISOR ELECTION
The Perry SWCD Supervisor election will run for a thirty-day period beginning on Thursday, September 29
and ending on Friday, October 28, 2022.
The absentee ballot request is included in this newsletter and the election notice is printed on the back.
The notice outlines the dates, locations, and methods to request a ballot.
One Supervisor will be elected to a three-year term commencing January 1, 2023 and ending December
31, 2025. The nominees are Cary Bowers and Mindy Franks.

Please contact the office with any questions, 740-743-1325.

FORM EL-7
OSWCC ODA-DSWC
February 2022

VOTER ELIGIBILITY
1. Applicant is 18 years of age or older:

YES

NO

2. Applicant’s principle residence is in Ohio within the County where I am requesting a
SWCD election ballot:
YES
NO
IF NO TO ANSWER #2 YOU MUST ANSWER #3 BELOW
3. Applicant owns or occupies land within the County, where I am requesting a SWCD election
ballot, representing one of the following:
Representing a corporation, partnership, association, or other entity
registered with the Ohio Secretary of State
Owner, firm, lessee, renter, or tenant

VOTER INFORMATION

Print: Applicant’s Name or LLC, if applicable

Street Address

City

State

ZIP

County

Applicant
Signature:
Designee of LLC or Trust should also sign here
I certify that the above information is true and correct. I understand false information will invalidate the ballot. Form
must be filled out in its entirety to confirm that applicant is eligible to vote in the SWCD Election. Form must be
returned to the SWCD with the ballot for the vote to be valid.

FORM EL‐4
OSWCC ODA‐DSWC
February 2022

Election Notice
The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will cause an election of Supervisors of
the Perry Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to be held in accordance with
Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised Code. Individuals who own or occupy land within the Perry
Soil and Water Conservation District and are 18 years of age or older may vote for
Supervisor.
There are three ways an eligible voter can cast a ballot:
1.) At the SWCD office, 212 S. Main Street, Lower Level, New Lexington, OH 43764,
from 8 a.m.
Thursday, September 29, 2022 until 4 p.m. Friday, October 28, 2022 during
normal business hours ; or
2.) At the Glenford Fort Preserve Fall Hike, which will take place at 11995 St. Rt. 757,
Glenford, OH
43739 on Sunday, October 1, 2022 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; or
3.) Voting absentee from Thursday, September 29, 2022 until Friday, October 28,
2022, by requesting the ballot application and election ballot from the SWCD office
at the following address 212 S. Main Street, Lower Level, New Lexington, OH
43764, or by calling 740-743- 1325 or by email at penny.cox@oh.nacdnet.net.
Absentee ballots must be received by the SWCD office by no later than 4 p.m. on
Friday, October 28, 2022.
One Supervisor will be elected to a three‐year term commencing January 1, 2023 and
ending December 31, 2025.
Nominees are:
1. Cary Bowers
2. Mindy Franks

